
Social Justice Lesson Plan Template 

Contextual information: A third grade module discusses how people all around the world have access 
to books. One person of interest during the unit is Malala Yousafzai.  Students will learn what her 
experience was and how she dedicates her life to bring about change and justice for girls and others. 

Grade level: Third 

Subject: ELA/Social Studies 

Lesson time length: 45 minutes 

Characteristics of the class: (multi-age or grade level, developmental level, etc.) 19 third graders, 8 
girls, 11 boys, Reading ability ranges from a J-Y using Next Steps in Guided Reading, 1 student with IEP. 

Social Justice Standards (Teaching Tolerance): (Check all that apply) 

Identity 

___1. Students will develop positive social identities 
based on their membership in multiple groups in 
society.  
___2. Students will develop language and historical 
and cultural knowledge that affirm and accurately 
describe their membership in multiple identity 
groups.  
_X__3. Students will recognize that people’s 
multiple identities interact and create unique and 
complex individuals.  
__X_4. Students will express pride, confidence and 
healthy self-esteem without denying the value and 
dignity of other people.  
___5. Students will recognize traits of the dominant 
culture, their home culture and other cultures and 
understand how they negotiate their own identity in 
multiple spaces. 

Diversity 

___6. Students will express comfort with people 
who are both similar to and different from them 
and engage respectfully with all people.  
___7. Students will develop language and 
knowledge to accurately and respectfully describe 
how people (including themselves) are both similar 
to and different from each other and others in their 
identity groups. 
___ 8. Students will respectfully express curiosity 
about the history and lived experiences of others 
and will exchange ideas and beliefs in an open-
minded way.  
___9. Students will respond to diversity by building 
empathy, respect, understanding and connection.  
___10. Students will examine diversity in social, 
cultural, political and historical contexts rather than 
in ways that are superficial or oversimplified. 

Justice 

_X__11. Students will recognize stereotypes and 
relate to people as individuals rather than 
representatives of groups.  
_X__12. Students will recognize unfairness on the 
individual level (e.g., biased speech) and injustice at 
the institutional or systemic level (e.g., 
discrimination).  
_X__13. Students will analyze the harmful impact of 
bias and injustice on the world, historically and 
today.  
_X__14. Students will recognize that power and 
privilege influence relationships on interpersonal, 
intergroup and institutional levels and consider how 
they have been affected by those dynamics.  

Action 

_X__16. Students will express empathy when 
people are excluded or mistreated because of their 
identities and concern when they themselves 
experience bias.  
_X__17. Students will recognize their own 
responsibility to stand up to exclusion, prejudice 
and injustice.  
___18. Students will speak up with courage and 
respect when they or someone else has been hurt 
or wronged by bias.  
___19. Students will make principled decisions 
about when and how to take a stand against bias 
and injustice in their everyday lives and will do so 
despite negative peer or group pressure.  



_X__15. Students will identify figures, groups, events 
and a variety of strategies and philosophies relevant 
to the history of social justice around the world. 
 

___20. Students will plan and carry out collective 
action against bias and injustice in the world and 
will evaluate what strategies are most effective. 

 

 ISTE Standards for Students (click all that apply)  

 Empowered learner- Students 
leverage technology to take an active 
role in choosing, achieving and 
demonstrating competency in their 
learning goals, informed by the 
learning sciences. 

 
 
X 

Computational thinker-  Students 
develop and employ strategies for 
understanding and solving problems 
in ways that leverage the power of 
technological methods to develop and 
test solutions. 

 
 
X 

Digital citizen-  Students recognize the 
rights, responsibilities and 
opportunities of living, learning and 
working in an interconnected digital 
world, and they act and model in ways 
that are safe, legal and ethical. 

 
 
X 

Creative communicator-  Students 
communicate clearly and express 
themselves creatively for a variety of 
purposes using the platforms, tools, 
styles, formats and digital media 
appropriate to their goals. 

 
 
 
X 

Knowledge constructor- Students 
critically curate a variety of resources 
using digital tools to construct 
knowledge, produce creative artifacts 
and make meaningful learning 
experiences for themselves and 
others. 

 

 
 
 
X 

Global collaborator- Students use 
digital tools to broaden their 
perspectives and enrich their learning 
by collaborating with others and 
working effectively in teams locally 
and globally. 

 Innovative designer- Students use a 
variety of technologies within a design 
process to identify and solve problems 
by creating new, useful or imaginative 
solutions. 

  



 

 

Purpose/Rationale:  The purpose of this lesson is introduce stereotypes and unfairness on the 
individual level. Students will learn how bias affects individuals and brainstorm ways to take 
action when this occurs. It will help build understanding and enable students to show empathy 
and compassion towards others and understand how they can make change.  

 

Materials and Technology Tools: Malala’s Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai, construction 
paper, markers, laptops, CANVA website. 

 

Objectives: SWBAT identify a trait about Malala’s identity and personality based on given facts 
with 85% accuracy.  

  SWBAT create a campaign poster that fights for equal rights as an action plan for 
teaching tolerance.  

 

Instructional Procedures: (please remember to integrate technology tools) 

Introductory Activity:  Read the picture book Malala’s Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai and 
discuss with the class what it must have been like for her growing up. Do they think this still 
happens today? What words would you to describe Malala? How is she inspirational? 

Developing Activity: Students will work in pairs. They will look at different facts about Malala 
and tell what that says about her identity and personality. This chart could be created using a 
variety of methods (paper/pencil, padlet, or word).  Model with students the first fact. 

Example:  

Fact What it tells me about Malala 

The Taliban stopped girls from Malala’s 
region from going to school. She spoke out 
about this. 
 

 

In 2013, she started the Malala Fund, which 
has since opened schools for girls in Pakistan 
and around the world. 
 

 

She is the youngest ever winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

 

The Taliban targeted Malala because she 
spoke out against them. She miraculously 
survived. 

 

Malala recently earned a place at Oxford 
University.  

 

 

Concluding Activity: Come back together and ask students what is Malala passionate about? 
How does she try to help the world?  Students will now imagine that they are friends with Malala 



and have to design a campaign poster using canva.com to help her fight for equal rights 
between girls and boys. Canva is an online tool for making posters, brochures, invitation, etc. 
Students will be able to choose a template that they will be able to add in information and format 
the way they would like. Posters can then be printed in color and hung around the classroom or 
school building.  In the poster students should:   

1. Have a slogan 
2. Plan a layout 
3. Include at least 3 pictures 

Students will use canva to create their poster. Students will chose the template they would like 
and complete the work with a partner.  

Assessments: 

Assessments for this lesson will be completed chart with what facts tell about Malala’s identity 
and personality as well as completed posters. 

Informal assessment will also occur with teacher observations with group interactions, on task 
time, etc.  

 

 

Feedback from peers: 

Ariel: Erin I LOVE this lesson! It is so engaging and really allows your students to think critically about 

issues they may have otherwise not been privy to. I love that you have your students working in pairs.   

Since you are working with 3rd graders, I think it might help in the beginning of the lesson to define 

the word inspirational.  I also think it would be helpful if for the first example on the sheet they 

complete you model a think aloud so students can see how you use the facts to decide what this 

shows about Malala. For some students (possibly IEP depending upon their needs) it might be helpful 

to work in a small group and brainstorm different words to describe Malala before completing the 

chart.  Great Job!!  

Emily A: Great job Erin. I think in general your concept is hard to teach younger classes but your lesson is 

nice and simple so that students can easily grasp the idea of bias. I’m just a little confused as to how you 

incorporated technology. I suggested above maybe having students create an online poster or 

pictograph instead of a paper canvas? Overall, I really liked your lesson and I think you did a great job!  

 

Reflection: 

Address the following: 

1. What did you do to insure that you had met your objectives in this lesson? 

I made sure that objectives were met based on responses to discussion questions, 

conversations between partners, completed work, and the posters the students created using 

the canva website. If unsure of student understanding, I would ask clarifying questions to 

students.  



2. What were some of the strengths in the lesson? 

Students enjoyed the book that was shared at the start of the lesson. They had several 

questions about Malala’s experiences and were essentially unaware that this happens in the 

world. They felt passionate about the topic and expressed being upset if that were to happen in 

our country. This book allowed for great conversations between students. 

3. What are some things that could be improved in this lesson? 

Giving students more time to complete the tasks. I may also include a checklist for the 

poster and give students options to different types of technology to use other than canva 

website. They could also create a poster through gloster or PowerPoint.  

 

 

 

Social Justice Lesson Plan Rubric 

 

 Ineffective Developing  Effective 

Contextual 
information 

Included minimal of 
no contextual 

information for the 
lesson 

Included most of the 
required contextual 
information for the 

lesson 

Included all the 
required contextual 
information for the 

lesson 

Standards Lesson had minimal 
or no alignment to 
the Social Justice 

Standards 

Lesson had evidence 
of alignment to the 

Social Justice 
Standards 

Lesson was well-
aligned with the 

Social Justice 
Standards 

Instructional 
strategies 

Instructional 
strategies had 

minimal alignment 
with the objectives of 
this lesson. Used no 

technology 

Instructional 
strategies were 

mostly aligned with 
the objectives of the 
lesson. Used some 

technology 

Instructional 
strategies were well- 

aligned with the 
objectives of the 

lesson. Made good 
use of technology 

Assessments The assessments had 
minimal alignment to 
the objectives of the 

lesson 

The assessments 
were mostly aligned 

with the objectives of 
the lesson 

The assessments 
were well-aligned 

with the objectives of 
the lesson 

Reflection The reflection 
minimally addressed 

the strengths and 
weaknesses of the 

lesson 

The reflection mostly 
addressed the 
strengths and 

weaknesses of the 
lesson 

The reflection richly 
addressed the 
strengths and 

weaknesses of the 
lesson 

 


