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Identity
Students will develop positive social identities 
based on their belongingness to groups in 
society.  Students are aware of their family 
and cultural background and can explain how 
their identity is shaped by their membership 
in identity groups.

Students will develop multiple perspectives of 
culture of who they are and who others are. In 
addition,  they will be able to express their 
pride in positive ways promoting good self 
esteem and confidence without putting other 
people down. 

I have a “Safe Space” sticker on my door to let 
students know they are safe in my classroom 
and can express themselves freely in my 
classroom. I think this is especially important 
for our students who identify in the LGBTQA 
community and/ or are newly transitioning. 
Safe Space means they are supported of how 
they identify.



Justice
Students will be able to recognize 
stereotypes, unfairness and 
injustice at the institutional / 
systemic level and can analyze the 
harmful impacts. 

Students know and understand 

how their membership in groups 
affect their lives and how the 
history of social justice affects 
themselves and society. 

Our school is very diverse and values the culture 
of all students. On our 4th floor we have paintings 
of different historical figures, flags and symbols 
that represent groups from all over. Students are 
very respectful of each others differences and are 
able to recognize stereotypes and combat them 
together. 



Diversity
Students can engaged with their peers 
and adults who are similar and different 
from them while using respectful 
language and actions. 

Students can be empathetic towards 
people who are different from them and 

can build connections of understanding 
and respect. In addition students will be 
aware of the impact of unequal power 
relations amongst cultures. 

In my second level culinary class we explore 
cultural foods so I first start with the 
background of what culture is, race vs 
ethnicity, food choices, cycles and patterns. 
Then they develop their own Culinary 
Cultural eBook to share with their classmates 
to gain more knowledge of other cultures and 
build connections in respectful ways. It is a 
burst of diversity fusion on  presentation day!



Action
Students understand they can stand 
up to exclusion, prejudice and 
injustice. This is the domain where 
students can make a difference and 
change how people are treated, 
including themselves. 

Students will empathize and join 
with diverse people to plan and 
carry out action against exclusion, 
prejudice and discrimination. 

Around our school we have a variety of posters 
promoting students to stand up against bullying and 
stereotypes. This reminds students stand up for 
themselves and others and empathize with others. As 
a school we promote differences and are urged to 
include this in curriculum where appropriate. 



What is the purpose of having social justice 
standards?

The purpose of having social justice standards is to make sure that everyone has an equal right to education and feel safe in 

their learning environment. According to Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, education must promote 
tolerance, understanding, and friendship among all groups in order to maintain peace.  Exposing students to different cultures 
is critical to them developing  an understanding and empathy toward other groups.

  “Human rights education (HRE) is important for empowering people to stand up for their rights and for the rights of others. It 
is considered to be the most effective means of challenging widespread negative attitudes towards human rights by 
introducing learners to the relevant values and concepts at an early age.” (Struthers, 131). This backs up the fact that we need 
to implement standards in order to teach students to learn to challenge negative attitudes toward cultural groups. Students 
need to be provided with the tools and strategies to stand up for themselves and others without getting violent, leading to 
verbal and physical altercations. In our world, we are moving to minorities, taking the majority. We are becoming more and 
more diverse each year, that is what America is all about, inclusive for all. We need to teach our students to embrace everyone 
for their differences and understand that is what makes us unique. If we did not have standards, students would not be able to 
learn to their highest potential because they would not feel safe to do so. It is all about teaching tolerance and acceptance in 
order to reduce prejudice and improve multicultural relations.   
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